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Cardiac resynchronization therapy: “Nonresponders”
and “hyperresponders”

Philippe Castellant, MD, Marjaneh Fatemi, MD, Valerie Bertault-Valls, MD, Yves Etienne, MD,

Jean-Jacques Blanc, MD

From the Department of Cardiology, Hépital de la Cavale Blanche, Brest University Hospital, France.

BACKGROUND (Cardiac resynchronization therapy (CRT) is a rec-
ognized treatment modality for patients with dilated cardiomyop-
athy (DCM), left bundle branch block, and severe cardiac failure.
However, 30% of patients are “nonresponders.” Intriguingly, the
opposite case has not been reported until recently: Do some
patients treated with CRT have a “complete” recovery and thus can
be considered “hyperresponders”?

OBJECTIVE The purpose of this study was to investigate patients

perresponders” within 6 to 24 months after CRT (left ventricular
ejection fraction increased from 25% * 8% to 60% * 6.5%, P =
.001). Comparison of baseline parameters between “hyperre-
sponders” and the remaining patients showed that only etiology of
the DCM was isti iscriminati
belonged to the group of patients with nonischemic DCM (18% vs
0%, P = .05).

CONCLUSION In a subset of patients successfully implanted with
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